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This study examines how Middle Eastern issues were framed in talk shows broadcast by foreign
channels in Arabic during the first term of U.S. President Donald Trump. The analysis focuses on
two programmes: “Al-Jihat Al-Arba™ on Alhurra TV and "Week in the World” on France 24. The
significance of this topic stems from the perceived role that international media outlets play in
shaping Arab audiences’ perceptions of regional and global political dynamics.

The study employs a systematic content analysis approach and includes a sample of episodes
aired over two years. A specific time unit was adopted to analyze the content, allowing for the
identification of discursive trends and framing patterns that reflect each channel's media
treatment and editorial approach to the issues under discussion.

The theoretical framework draws on Framing Theory and the agenda-setting role of
international media, providing a lens through which to understand how media messages are
constructed within a global palitical context shaped by overlapping strategic interests and
editorial orientations of Arabic-language foreign broadcasters.

The study reached several key findings, most notably the clear differences in framing strategies
between the two channels. Alhurra tended to adopt a direct political framing aligned with the
broader American discourse, while France 24 presented perspectives more rooted in local and
humanitarian contexts. The analysis also revealed differences in the types of guests featured,
the nature of the discussions, and the use of visual supporting materials, in addition to
noticeable variation in the degree of focus on regional versus international issues.

The importance of these findings rests on their contribution to understanding the media
coverage of Arabic-language international channels during a politically sensitive period. The
study offers a valuable academic contribution to the field by highlighting how framing practices
vary across media institutions, thereby enriching comparative media research and paving the
way for future studies on how such content influences Arab public opinion.

Donald Trump, the Middle East, talk shows, Alhurra TV, France 24, foreign channels broadcasting in Arabic.
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